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INFILL SEWERAGE PROGRAM — SPEARWOOD 

Grievance 
MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn) [9.53 am]: Before I start I would like to acknowledge the presence in the 
gallery of residents of Spearwood. The residents are all people who are unable to connect into sewerage mains in 
that area, despite the commitment made by the Water Corporation. They represent only a handful of the 700 
homes in the five areas of Spearwood still unconnected to the sewerage mains. 

I seek three things from the Minister for Water. Firstly, I seek an acknowledgement from the minister that using 
the global financial crisis as an excuse in the budget papers for the cancellation of the infill sewerage program 
was a mistake, and that the minister should apologise to all Western Australian residents who now have to wait 
at least four years before they can be connected to the sewerage mains. I accept that Western Australia’s budget 
has been affected by the global financial crisis, and if something had been included up-front in the budget papers 
to acknowledge that fact, it would have been more than acceptable. However, it is just not correct to specifically 
highlight the global financial crisis as the reason for the cancellation of one $100 million program—that is, the 
infill sewerage program—out of all the programs in the budget. The minister knows it is not correct. It was a 
mistake, and I wish the minister would acknowledge that mistake. 

Secondly, I seek from the minister a commitment to go to Spearwood to visit some of the residents, go into their 
backyards and see for himself the problems they are facing—health problems, environmental problems and 
financial problems—as a result of the cancellation of the infill sewerage program.  

Thirdly, I seek from the minister a commitment to find a way to adhere to the time frame set by the Water 
Corporation for the completion of infill sewerage for the five Spearwood areas by 2010. The Water Corporation 
estimated completion by July 2010, but obviously there has been a slight delay, given what has occurred. I 
acknowledge that delay, and ask that the program be completed sometime during 2010 for the residents of 
Spearwood. 

I will not go through the history of the infill sewerage program because it has been discussed at length in this 
Parliament since the budget was handed down and cuts were initiated by the minister. I acknowledge that the 
infill sewerage program, as the minister has said on numerous occasions, is a fantastic program. It was initiated 
in 1994 by the then coalition government and has been rolled out by both Liberal Party and Labor Party 
governments in the intervening years. There have been stops and starts for various reasons, usually financial 
reasons, initiated by the Treasurer of the day. That has meant that some programs have been deferred by both 
Liberal Party governments and Labor Party governments. However, the difference between deferrals that have 
occurred in the past and the deferral we currently face is that this is a deferral of all the infill sewerage programs 
across Western Australia for at least four years. That has never happened before; that is a significant difference. 

There was $100 million left in the budget for the forward out years in 2008-09. If one looks at the budget papers 
for 2008-09, one will see that sum allocated for the out years. The budget papers for 2009-10 reveal that 
$85 million was to be spent over the coming year. That $85 million would have completed the infill sewerage 
program in Spearwood. An additional $21 million was allocated to speed up the program in 2006-07, initiated by 
the then Premier, the member for Willagee. That was aimed at areas facing significant health and environmental 
risks, of which Spearwood was one. All of that money is now gone. 

I will give members an idea of some of the sewerage incidents that are occurring in Spearwood. John’s leach 
drains collapsed 10 years ago. He replaced them, only for the same problems to resurface four years later. His 
granddaughter was playing in the yard at the time of the collapse and narrowly avoided falling in. In 2005, while 
Tom was hosting a kids’ party, his backyard gave way and a teenage boy fell into his leach drain and ended up 
standing in effluent up to his hips. One of Jack’s guests stepped outside his house, the ground gave way, and the 
guest ended up standing in effluent. Tony’s leach drains have twice caved in; his septic tanks caved in once. 
Bill’s liquid waste tank collapsed. He replaced the tanks and extended his leach drains, but the problem has 
resurfaced. That is what is occurring in Spearwood. The residents of 20 Christine Crescent in Coogee have spent 
a grand total of $5 920 since December 2004 pumping out their septic tanks. This is a major cost for these 
people. This is a major health risk to these people from Spearwood. I have put three propositions to the minister. 
I hope that he acknowledges those propositions and agrees to them. 

[Interruption from the gallery.] 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mrs L.M. Harvey): Visitors in the public gallery are welcome to be here and to be 
privy to the debate, but I request that they not participate in or interrupt proceedings. 

DR G.G. JACOBS (Eyre — Minister for Water) [9.59 am]: I thank the member for Cockburn for his 
grievance. I acknowledge the Spearwood residents in the gallery. In fact, I was very happy to meet John, Simon 
and Caroline the other day. I thank the member for his representations on their behalf. 
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The member for Cockburn referred to the $85 million in cutbacks in the capital expenditure budget for the infill 
sewerage program in Western Australia. I understand the residents’ pain, because the infill sewerage program in 
my home town has been cut back as well. These cuts are happening across the board. I can tell the member that 
the residents in my electorate are telling me about it as well. 

Mr F.M. Logan: I might have to visit your electorate and wind them up a bit. 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: They are not backward in coming forward, and I understand that. However, I put to the 
member that one of the major issues is that there has been an expectation that these septic systems will be 
connected next year, the following year or the year after that and it seems that, if we like, these people have been 
strung along. If someone’s system needed replacing and there was an expectation that next year it would be 
connected through the deep infill sewerage program, that person would in fact have waited for that to occur 
because he or she would not have wanted to spend good money after bad. It is in the light of those expectations 
that I draw the member’s attention to the fact that in 1999, 2000 and 2001, the Court Liberal government put 
$93 million, $87 million and $86 million towards this program. In 2002, 2003, 2004 and 2005, $51 million, 
$34 million, $26 million and $33 million was put towards this program—amounts significantly below the 
expected $80 million. Quite honestly, member, if that $80 million had been committed over those years, we 
would not be having this conversation. 

Mr F.M. Logan: I know, and I accept that. 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: The problem is not necessarily all of the present Minister for Water’s making, and I hope 
that the residents of Spearwood understand that. 

The argument has been put that the global financial crisis should not apply to the infill sewerage program 
because the Water Corporation is still spending $1.1 billion. I have a list of water programs to be undertaken. It 
was very likely that we were going to spend about $1.6 billion, but we had to cut more than $500 million from 
that amount. The member probably will not understand the issues of infill sewerage, but I will take him through 
them. People with septic tanks need to be connected to the deep sewerage system, and I understand that that is 
important. But there are other priorities. The member will know that there are issues such as water sources and 
treatment, the groundwater replenishment trial, the Picton waste water treatment plant, the Wanneroo program, 
the metropolitan water distribution program, the Ravenswood transfer pump station, and the lower Helena pump 
station replacement program.  

Mr F.M. Logan interjected. 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: There is the issue of developing a water resource for Western Australia. There is the 
development of waste water treatment plants for greenfield sites, and new developments are also coming on. 
There are a legion of requirements in the water portfolio. 

Mr F.M. Logan: The Water Corporation is always going to tell you those things. What’s the difference between 
those and that? 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Order, member for Cockburn! 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Order, members! The member for Cockburn has eloquently put his case; it is now 
time for the minister to respond. 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: The member may not have put his case eloquently, but he desperately tried to put it. The 
member for Cockburn knows, I think, that I have spoken to some of the Spearwood residents. I gave them an 
undertaking that I would have a look at some of the systems that had broken down. 

Mr F.M. Logan: Can you tell us approximately when? 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: I believe it will be about the end of July. I spoke to my water adviser after I met with the 
good residents on Tuesday, I think, and gave an undertaking. I also spoke to the chief executive officer of the 
Water Corporation at seven o’clock this morning. I understand that there are some sensitivities with people 
whose systems have broken down. The Water Corporation is happy to look at the residents’ systems that have 
broken down. I have asked the Water Corporation to give me an objective report once it has done so. I 
understand that there are some sensitivities because people feel that they are in a difficult situation. They may be 
somewhat embarrassed because of the situation they have been put in and their system may not be up to scratch. 
It might be difficult for them to tell the Water Corporation that their system has completely broken down so that 
it can be used as a statistic and brought to my attention. I understand the situations that the member has referred 
to today, and the good residents gave me cases of systems that had broken down. We need to have a very good 
look at these systems. If we put all those issues to the side, we can take an objective look at the systems that have 
broken down. Of course, it must be recognised that well-maintained systems pose no risk —  
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Mr F.M. Logan: They do. 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: Well-maintained septic systems do not pose a risk; there is a risk only when there is a 
breakdown. I am happy to look at the matter. 
 


